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Whatever ^che reason might be, nothing seems to
have put an end to the electoral corruption. Fines,
and the exaction of an oath from the successful can-
didate to the effect that he had not made use of
illicit tactics, seem to have been alike unsuccessful.
At last the bribery attained the proportions of a
public scandal. In 1581 it was said at the Lands-
gemeinde of Glarus, that if the sale of votes were
not put a stop to, it would " demoralise and disgrace
the canton."x Perhaps if there had been any power
superior to the Landsgemeinde, possessing the energy
and the will to repress the evil, it might have been
eradicated. But the Landsgemeinde was the sole
sovereign. The very sinners themselves, with their
accomplices, formed part of it. An unusual amount
of virtue and will power, therefore* on their part would
have been required to put an end to practices the
immorality of which did not appear so flagrant to
those concerned.

When it became clear that to eradicate the abuse
was to attempt the impossible, efforts were made to
regulate it and give it an appearance of legality.
What had been, up till then, a vice odious to the
law, became a duty imposed by the law. Under the
new conditions the candidate was obliged to provide
a dinner for the electors. In later times a sum of
money was substituted, to be distributed in whole or
in part among the voters. It goes without saying that
in the long run, as far as the successful bailiff was
concerned, it was his subjects who provided the funds.2

1  Blumer, ii. p. 116.

2  [At Glarus, the bailiffs for Thurgau, Baden, and the Rhine
valley paid between six and seven hundred florins for the post,
and bribed heavily besides.]